
 
 
 
 
Agenda item 6 refers 
 
1. Ms JCreak, 18 Pennymead, Harlow, to Councillor Jon Clempner, Leader 

of the Council 
 

When a case of fly tipping is reported by a member of the public, could you 
explain the process followed by the Council to identify the offender and 
determine what action is to be taken against them, including any action to 
recover unpaid fines? 

 
Reply from Councillor Jon Clempner, Leader of the Council 

  

If fly tipping on public land is reported, the Council’s Officers try to establish if 
the incident was witnessed and if the witness is prepared to sign a statement 
that strengthens the Council’s evidence. Should no witness be identified or 
the witness is not willing to attend court, Officers will inspect the fly tip to 
establish if there is any evidence within the fly tip to prove beyond reasonable 
doubt that a specific person committed the offence. If the Council can prove 
beyond reasonable doubt that a specific person has committed the offence, it 
will issue proceedings into the magistrate’s court and prosecute that person. 
The court may fine that person and award costs to the Council, and it is the 
Court that is responsible for recovering the fine.  

  

 
2. Ms J Creak, 18 Pennymead, Harlow, to Councillor Jon Clempner, Leader 

of the Council  
 

I understand that, despite overwhelming evidence of fly tipping  at each of the 
illegal encampment sites around the town, only one fine has been issued and 
is still unpaid to date, why? 

 
Reply from Councillor Jon Clempner, Leader of the Council 

 
Under law, it is not sufficient to demonstrate that fly tipping has taken place, 
nor that one of a group of people may have done it. There has to be 
evidence, beyond reasonable doubt, that a specific person has committed the 
specific offence. Everyone is treated equally, with the same requirement for 
specific evidence of an offence.The Council has not been able to establish 
specific people within the group who are responsible for the fly tipping and is 
therefore unable to prove beyond reasonable doubt that a specific person has 
committed an offence. The Council has not issued any fines for fly tipping to 
members of the unauthorised encampments, although the Council has issued 
Public Health notices, and the North Essex Parking Partnership has enforced 
traffic orders. 

 
 

 

COUNCIL – 5 FEBRUARY 2015 

QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

 



 
 
 
 
Agenda item 6 refers 
 
3. Mr H Hoad, 114 Greenhills, Harlow, to Councillor Jon Clempner, Leader 

of the Council  
 

The Harlow Labour Group is always claiming there is a cost of living crisis, so 
why has the Harlow Council element of Council Tax been increased for 
2015/16? 

 
Reply from Councillor Jon Clempner, Leader of the Council 
 
It is proposed that the Harlow Council element of Council Tax be increased by 
1.5%, equivalent to 7p per week for the average property, to fully fund the 
proposal to reverse the decision of Essex County Council to turn the street 
lights off between midnight and 5am, responding to the overwhelming views 
of Harlow residents. 

 
4. Mr H Hoad, 114 Greenhills, Harlow, to Councillor Jon Clempner, Leader 

of the Council  
 

As Council Tax payers are now having to pay for street lighting from the 
District Council element of the Council Tax, will you ask Essex County 
Council for a refund on the services they are not carrying out correctly in 
Harlow? 

 
Reply from Councillor Jon Clempner, Leader of the Council 

 
Although Harlow Council is the billing authority, and hence is required to 
collect Council Tax on behalf of all the precepting authorities, including Essex 
County Council and Essex Police, Harlow Council only receives under 17p in 
the pound, and has no control over how the other authorities spend that 
money and other sources of income. 

 


